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Content (see Specific Aims instructions from NIH Application Instructions, Forms-I):
State concisely the goals of the proposed research and summarize the expected outcome(s), including the impact that the results of the proposed research will have on the research field(s) involved.
List succinctly the specific objectives of the reesarch proposed (e.g., to test a stated hypothesis, create a novel design, solve a specific problem, challenge an existing paradigm or clinical practice, address a critical barrier to progress in the field, or develop a new technology).

Formatting guidelines:
· At least 0.5 inch margins, all sides
· 11 pt or larger font (suggested Arial, Georgia, Helvetica, or Palatino Linotype)
· Six lines of text per vertical inch (single-spaced)

1 page limit, unless otherwise specified in the FOA.

Note, this is just one of many general ways to organize your Specific Aims. Make sure you read the FOA for your program in case there is specific additional information you must include. 

Delete this line and all text above.

Specific Aims

I. Introduce the problem and the knowledge gap.
· Introduce the big picture problem. What is the broader public health challenge that your proposed project addresses?

· Describe the progress your field has made towards solving the problem. What knowledge or solutions have been established in your field to solve this problem? 

· Identify the knowledge gap in our current understanding that your project will address. What is the bottleneck in your field that is impeding progress towards addressing this problem?

· State the potential payoff of bridging this knowledge gap. How will addressing this knowledge gap contribute towards solving the public health challenge you discussed earlier?

II. Propose a solution & emphasize your team’s qualifications. 
· State your long-term goal and how it bridges the knowledge gap. What is your overarching goal, and how will that fill in the knowledge gap you identified?

· Specify your research question and/or hypothesis and provide rationale for it. To achieve your overall goal, what question needs to be answered or what hypothesis needs to be tested? What previous work supports the need to do so?

· Explain why your team is uniquely qualified to complete this project. What expertise or track record does your team bring to the table that makes you the best candidates for doing the work?

III. List your specific aims.
· Present your specific aims in a numbered list.

· Start each aim with 1 sentence that clearly states the objective. (e.g., “Develop a model for X”; “To determine if X varies with Y”; “To test the effect of X on Y”)

· For each aim, follow up with 1-3 sentences briefly describing your approach and the expected outcome. If there’s space and it is relevant, you can also specify a hypothesis for each aim.

· Remember: Well-crafted aims are related but not dependent on each other. 

IV. Explain expected outcomes & impact.
· Emphasize the innovation of the project’s expected outcomes. What is novel and innovative about the insights, tools, solutions, etc. generated by your specific aims?

· Tie back to the knowledge gap to drive home the significant impact of the project. What impact will your project’s expected outcomes have on the field?


